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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 2011
RECORD-BREAKING 30 GIRL SCOUTS OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY EARN THE GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD, SCOUTING’S HIGHEST HONOR
Two Hockessin Girls Among Those Receiving Awards April 27 

NEWARK, DE – Each year, the Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay presents the Girl Scout Gold Award to a small number of girls who achieve Girl Scouting’s highest honor. This year, a record-breaking number of girls from Delaware, Pennsylvania and Maryland have earned the Girl Scout Gold Award after completing original community service projects that have lasting, meaningful impacts in their communities.  Each recipient was required to invest over 50 hours of personal time working directly on her community service project, which was evaluated and approved by a panel of local judges.

Hockessin residents Lauren Cordova, a student at the Charter School of Wilmington, and Hannah Dodge, a student at Ursuline Academy, will be among those receiving the Girl Scout Gold Award pin during a special ceremony April 27 during GSCB’s Annual Meeting.  The Annual Meeting will begin at 5 p.m. in the Modern Maturity Center, 1121 Forrest Ave., Dover, DE, 19904.
Cordova created an after-school science program for fourth-grade students at Heritage Elementary School.  She collected donations for all materials needed for the 10 hands-on science activities she developed, then guided children through the experiments.  In sharing her love of science, Cordova aimed to foster enthusiasm for science among children. 
Dodge worked with other members of her Girl Scout Troop (#604) to teach children in after-school programs about the environment.  Dodge set up environmentally themed stations that integrated games and fun activities to teach students about recycling, energy, pollution and related topics, especially how to keep the earth clean.
Some additional Girl Scout Gold Award project highlights include:  

· Wilmington residents Abigail VanderLek and Audrey Walker worked on projects that directly helped improve their communities.  VanderLek, a student from A.I. DuPont High School, refurbished the Ashland Nature Center’s Butterfly House by installing new floors and sundials.  Walker held a book drive where she collected a total of 1,136 books to be donated to the Serviam Girls Academy library.

· Newark residents Kelly Brevoort and Alexandra Hussar each created workshops for children to further explore their interest in the arts.  Brevoort, a student at Philadelphia Biblical University, held a four-day acting workshop for children to learn more about storytelling, acting and prop making.  Hussar, of the University of Delaware, held an arts and crafts workshop for the children of the A.I. DuPont Children’s Hospital.  
 A leading advocate for, and expert on, girls, the Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay builds girls of courage, confidence and character by providing personal leadership development and programs that teach skills for the real world.  The Council serves approximately 15,500 girls in grades K-12 in Delaware and on the Eastern Shores of Maryland and Virginia.  Approximately 5,500 adult volunteers support the Council in various mentoring and leadership positions.  To learn more about the Girl Scouts of the Chesapeake Bay, visit www.GSCB.org or call 1-800-341-4007.
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