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How to Use This Handbook

This handbook is designed to support Girl Scout volunteers in planning meaningful, girl-led
ceremonies that celebrate traditions and milestones throughout the year. Use it as a planning
guide, a source of sample scripts, or a collection of ideas you can adapt to fit your troop.
Encourage Girl Scouts to take the lead and personalize each ceremony. For additional support,
refer to the resources listed at the end of this handbook, including safety guidance and our
companion A Girl Scout Song Book for traditional ceremony songs.




Girl Scout Promise and Law

The Girl Scout Promise The Girl Scout Law
On my honor, I will try: I will do my best to be honest and fair,
To serve God* and my country, frlen.d Ly and helpful.,
considerate and caring,
To help people at all times, courageous and strong,

and responsible for what I say and do,
and to respect myself and others,
respect authority, use resources wisely,
make the world a better place,

and be a sister to every Girl Scout.

And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

* Members may substitute the word God in accordance with their own spiritual beliefs

Girl Scout Definitions and Traditions

Investiture: Welcomes new members into the Girl Scout family for the first time. New Girl Scouts
receive their membership pin at this ceremony.

Rededication Ceremony: A reaffirmation of a Girl Scout member’s commitment to the Girl Scout
Promise and Law.

Bridging: Marks a Girl Scout's move from one level of Girl Scouting to another. A bridging
ceremony is held to recognize and welcome them into another level of Girl Scouting.

Court of Awards: This ceremony honors Girl Scouts’ accomplishments. They are presented with
their badges, year pins, and other recognitions earned during the year. Volunteers may also be
recognized during the ceremony. The Court of Awards can be held anytime during the year, at
any location, and as often as the troop wants. May be held 3 to 4 times per year—you don’t have
to save it for the end of the year.

Girl Scout Bronze, Silver, or Gold Award Ceremony: Honors Girl Scouts who have earned these
special awards and is usually held at the troop/group level. May also be combined with service
unit and/or council recognition

Friendship Circle: Representing the unbroken chain of friendship among Girl Scouts and Girl
Guides around the world, the Friendship Circle involves Girl Scouts standing in a circle, crossing
their right arms over their left, and clasping hands with their friends on both sides. Everyone
then makes a silent wish as a friendship squeeze is passed from hand to hand around the circle.

Girl Scout Greeting / Handshake: Girl Scouts can greet one another with the Girl Scout
handshake, used by Girl Scouts and Girl Guides all over the world. The handshake is made by
shaking hands with the left hand and making the Girl Scout sign with the right. The left hand is
used because it is nearest to the heart and signifies friendship.



Slogan: The Girl Scout slogan is "Do a good turn daily." The slogan, which has been used since
1912, is a reminder that Girl Scouts can make a difference in big and small ways.

Girl Scout sign: Girl Scouts make the Girl Scout sign—raising three fingers of the right hand
with the thumb holding down the pinky—when they say the Girl Scout Promise. The three
fingers represent the three parts of the Promise.

Kaper Charts: A Kaper chart is a very useful tool that helps troops organize who is doing which
task at a troop meeting or other Girl Scout gathering. Creating and using Kaper charts is a
classic Girl Scout tradition. A “Kaper” is a task, job, or chore that must be done. A “Kaper
chart” lists all the kapers that need to be done at each meeting (or other gathering) and
specifies who is responsible for which Kaper. Kapers are usually rotated between troop
members regularly, such as at every meeting, or monthly, etc. Assigning kapers in pairs or
groups is a great way to help children get to know each other. Rotating through these groups
ensures each member has the opportunity to work with everyone else in the troop.

Motto: The Girl Scout motto is "Be prepared." In the 1947 Girl Scout Handbook, the motto was
explained this way: "A Girl Scout is ready to help out wherever she is needed. Willingness to
serve is not enough; you must know how to do the job well, even in an emergency." The same
holds true today.

Juliette “Daisy” Gordon Low: The founder of the Girl Scout Movement in the United States.
Born October 31, 1860.

Lady Baden-Powell: The co-founder of Girl Guides and mentor to Juliette Gordon Low

Lord Baden-Powell: The founder of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guide movements for children
throughout the world.

WAGGGS: The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts is an association of Girl Scout
and Girl Guide national organizations from around the world. Through Girl Scouts of the USA's
membership in WAGGGS, each member registered as a Girl Scout in the United States becomes
part of the Girl Guide/Girl Scout world movement. The World Association's mission is to enable
girls and young women to develop their fullest potential as responsible citizens of the world.

World Centers: Places that offer Girl Scouts/Girl Guides comfortable, safe places to stay for
seminars, training sessions, or international events. Members and their families are encouraged
to visit the centers and connect with visitors from other countries. WAGGGS has World Centers
in the United Kingdom (Pax Lodge), Switzerland (Our Chalet), Mexico (Nuestra Cabana), India
(Sangam), and Africa (Cusafiri Centre)



Girl Scout Days

Throughout the year, Girl Scouts and Girl Scout volunteers celebrate some very special days in
Girl Scouting.

Juliette Gordon Low's birthday, or Founder's Day, October 31, marks the birth in 1860 of Girl
Scouts of the USA founder Juliette Gordon Low in Savannah, Georgia.

World Thinking Day, February 22, celebrates the birthdays of Girl Guide/Girl Scout founder
Lord Baden-Powell (1857-1941) and World Chief Guide Lady Baden-Powell (1889-1977). The
day is also a time to donate funds to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund.

Girl Scouts’ Birthday, March 12, commemorates the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low
officially registered the organization's first 18 members in Savannah, Georgia.

Girl Scout Week is celebrated each March, starting with Girl Scout Sunday and ending with
Girl Scout Sabbath on a Saturday, and it always includes Girl Scouts’ birthday, March 12.

Girl Scouts Celebrate Faith events allow Girl Scouts to be recognized at their places of worship
during Girl Scout Week, share their legacy of service to others, and deepen their connection to
their faith and Girl Scouting. Celebration days include Girl Scout Sunday, Girl Scout Jummabh,
and Girl Scout Sabbath/Shabbat.

Girl Scout Leader's Day, April 22, honors all the volunteers who work as leaders and mentors
in partnership with girls. On this day, Girl Scouts, their families, and their communities find
special ways to thank their Girl Scout volunteers.

Memorial Day, Independence Day, Veterans Day: National patriotic holidays are a great
opportunity for Girl Scouts to reflect on how they can be good citizens, contribute to their
communities, and honor the service of the members of our Armed Forces. Check with your
local community for parades, veteran appreciation events, flag-raisings, etc., that Girl Scout
troops may participate in or support



SWAPS

SWAPS stands for “Special Whatchamacallits Affectionately Pinned Somewhere.” They are
small tokens of friendship that Girl Scouts exchange with one another, and each SWAP
uniquely reflects a fellow Girl Scout, their troop, or a memory of a special event. They’re a great
way to share stories and get to know Girl Scouts from across the country and the world.

Tips for SWAPS Givers

Girl Scouts should:
1 Think about the kind of SWAPS they would like to receive from someone else.
1 Try not to spend a lot of money. Consider making something from donated or recycled
material.
1 Be creative and take time to make hand-crafted SWAPS. (Include directions for making
them if it is a craft project that can be replicated.)
Try to have one for each event participant and staff member.
Plan ahead so there's time to make them.
Make SWAPS that can be worn, used, or displayed.
Ask their group or service unit for help, if needed, in putting SWAPS together.
Make them portable. Remember, they must be carried or shipped ahead to the event,
where other Girl Scouts will be carrying them away.
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What To Do with SWAPS

Girl Scouts can:
1 Include them with thank-you letters to sponsors and those who helped with a travel

event.

Keep them in a scrapbook, memory box, or shadow box. o

Use them to make a quilt or other textile project. 127

Put pins and patches on a hat or jacket. ‘ ® -.

Start a council best-of-SWAPS collection. ' ®

= = 4 =4

®
SWAPS Safety and Etiquette i,b 1

¢
Girl Scouts should: J?r‘ /

1 Never refuse to swap with another person.

Swap face-to-face, especially if exchanging addresses or email information.
Avoid using glass or sharp objects in SWAPS.

Follow all Safety Activity Checkpoints guidelines.

Avoid using food products, unless they are individually wrapped.
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Girl Scout Ceremonies 101: Celebrate with Meaning!

What is a Girl Scout Ceremony?

A Girl Scout ceremony is a special way to celebrate what Girl Scouting is all about! It’s a moment
to express the values of friendship, service, and honor—and to recognize meaningful events or

milestones within the troop or community. They’re also a powerful way to share feelings, build

friendships, express patriotism, and show service in action!

When Do Ceremonies Happen?

Anytime! Girl Scout ceremonies can be held:
1 Day or night
1 With a large group or a few close friends
1 Formally or casually

Who Plans the Ceremony?

Girl Scouts lead the way! Girl Scout-led planning is key. Girl Scouts plan their own ceremonies—
with guidance from adult volunteers—to reflect their ideas, values, and creativity. Ceremonies
can be just for the troop or open to guests! Ceremonies honoring adult volunteers are planned by
the adults themselves. It’s a time to recognize their contributions and celebrate achievements—
guests are welcome but optional.

How Do We Plan a Ceremony?

Planning a ceremony is a meaningful part of the Girl Scout experience. It’s important that
everyone involved knows what to expect, and rehearsals are a great idea if needed!

Girl Scouts and volunteers can start planning by asking:

What’s the purpose of our ceremony?
Who will we invite?

Where will it take place?

What supplies or equipment do we need?
How will we open the ceremony?

What’s the main focus?

1 How will we close the ceremony?

=4 =4 =4 -4 -4 2

Remember: There are very few rules when it comes to Girl Scout ceremonies—Ilet your creativity
shine! But do check Volunteer Essentials and Safety Activity Checkpoints to ensure everything
goes smoothly and safely.

Make It Your Own!
Mix and match elements! Many ceremonies can be combined, like adding a flag ceremony to an
Investiture or Bridging Ceremony to create an even more meaningful experience.



Planning a Girl Scout Ceremony
Helping Girl Scouts Lead the Way

With a little guidance, Girl Scouts can plan meaningful, memorable ceremonies that reflect their

ideas and creativity. Use the questions below to help spark discussion—but let the final
decisions come from the Girl Scouts themselves. This is a chance for them to lead, express

themselves, and celebrate in their own way!

What kind of ceremony do we want to plan?
1 Bridging Ceremony

Investiture or Rededication

Flag Ceremony

Court of Awards

Bronze/Silver/Gold Award Ceremony

Girl Scouts’ Own

=4 =4 =4 -4 A

Who should we invite?
1 Family and siblings
1 Friends
1 Troop volunteers or service unit leaders
1 Community guests/Another Girl Scout troop

Where will the ceremony be held?
1 Indoors or outdoors
1 At a park, school, or community center

1 Somewhere special with a beautiful view or meaningful setting

What should we include in the ceremony?
1 The Girl Scout Promise and Law
Songs, poems, dances, or skits
Candles, lights, or a campfire
Flags, pins, or symbolic items
Steps, a bridge, or other themed elements

= =4 =4 =

When should it take place?
1 During a regular troop meeting
1 On a weekend or weekday
1 Inthe evening or around a special time
1 Should it be tied to a special date?

N M



Opening and Closing Ceremonies

Opening Ceremonies

The opening of a meeting signals to the girls that it’s time to get started. These ceremonies are
usually short and meaningful and can be different each time. Let girls take the lead in planning,
using tools like a Kaper Chart to share responsibilities. Ideas for opening ceremonies include:

T
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A flag ceremony.

Reciting the Girl Scout Promise and Law.

Singing a favorite song or reading a poem.

Reflecting on a Girl Scout concept, such as the meaning of the Law or a badge earned.
Sharing a theme for the day (e.g., teamwork, kindness, friendship).

Play an icebreaker game.

Closing Ceremonies

Closing ceremonies give girls a special way to wrap up their time together. Make sure to leave
enough time after cleanup to end the meeting with purpose. Here are a few fun and meaningful
options to try:

T

Friendship Circle & Friendship Wish: Girls stand in a circle, arms crossed and hands
joined. One girl silently “passes” a wish with a hand squeeze. The squeeze travels around
the circle, ending with a shared farewell.

Magic Tunnel: Girls form two lines and create an archway with their arms. Pairs walk
through the “tunnel” silently until everyone exits. This works great when everyone is
ready to head home.

1 Singing Our Way Out: Try a Song to end on a happy note:
Clean-up Song: Good-bye Song:
The children skip about the room, arranging To the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”
everything neatly, singing to the tune of Now our Girl Scout meeting ends,
“London Bridge.” Say goodbye to all our friends.
Weave the magic in and out, in and out, in To our homes we Girl Scouts go,
and out Singing songs to let you know
Weave the magic in and out; we are Girl We are happy as can be,
Scouts. Working, playing, merrily
We have tidied everything, everything,
everything

We have tidied everything; we are Girl Scouts.

Make New Friends Song: You can sing this together or as a four-part round.
Make new friends but keep the old, one is silver and the other gold. A circle is round; it has no
end. That’s how long I want to be your friend.
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Flag Ceremonies

Flag ceremonies are used to honor the American flag at meetings or events. Girls may raise,
lower, fold, or retire the flag while practicing flag etiquette. Can be formal or simple—indoor or
outdoor.

Planning Your Flag Ceremony

As you start planning for your ceremony, the best thing you can do is keep it simple. Emphasis
needs to be on respect for the flag rather than on the commands or techniques. As your girls
start to brainstorm, you can use these guiding questions to help them plan a complete
ceremony:
1 What is the tone we’re trying to set?
Who will carry the flag(s)?
Who will be the color guards?
Who will give directions for the ceremony?
What song will be sung? Who will lead it?
Will a poem or quotation be included? Who will say or read it?
After the Pledge of Allegiance, will the Girl Scout Promise and the Law be said?
In what order will the parts of the ceremony take place?
When will the group practice?
Where will the flags be placed at the end of the ceremony?

= =4 =4 -4 4 4 -5 -9
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Flag Ceremony Terms to Know

Color Bearer: The color bearer is the person who carries the flag and places it on the pole or in
the stand. There is one color bearer for each flag used in the ceremony. The color bearer should
hold the staff (pole) at a 30° angle in front of the body, or hold the folded flag (with point away
from body) in front of the body at waist level.

American Flag Bearer (Person who carries the American flag):

The first flag in the procession is always the United States flag. The flag is held straight up. The
American Flag is always higher than any other flag - during a procession or when placed in

a stand. It is the first to be removed from a stand and the last one to be placed in a stand.

State Flag Bearer (Person who carries the state flag):

The second flag in the procession is the state flag. The flag is held straight up. The state flag is
always lower than the American Flag - during a procession or when placed in a stand. It is the
second to be removed from a stand and the second-to-last to be placed in a stand.

Organization Flag Bearer (Person who carries the Girl Scout flag):
The third flag in the procession is an organization flag. The flag is held straight up. An

organization flag is always lower than the American Flag - during a procession or when
placed in a stand. It is the last to be removed from a stand and the first to be placed in a stand.

pra
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https://us-flag.net/code/

Color Guard: The color guard is a team that guards and protects the flags. Any even number of
guards may be used, but usually four or six girls are sufficient. Because this requires full
attention, the members do not participate in any part of the flag ceremony (singing, speaking,
etc.), but stand silently “At Attention.”

Caller: The caller is a designated Girl Scout who announces or calls each command or part of the
ceremony and needs to speak clearly and loudly for all members of the audience to hear.

Line Leader: Usually, part of an outdoor color guard, the line leader will lead the audience
into/out of the desired formation (usually a horseshoe shape in Girl Scouts).

Correct Flag Positions for Displays and Ceremonies

When standing in line, the U.S flag is to
the right and at the same level as other
flags. If the Pledge of Allegiance is said,
the bearer steps to the center and in front

@ of the other flags.
— =

[

When posting the flags at the same

When carrying two flags, the U.S flag is

on the right.

When carrying three or more flags, the
level not on a platform, the U.S flag is
U.S flag can be in the center front.

& right of the audience.
f-\,

S “RARAAR

On a platform, the U.S flag is on the right

Or with multiple flags in a straight line,
of the speaker.

the U.S flag is on the fartherst right.

. e
(S o S S

Against a wall, the U.S flag is to the right
When carrying many flags down a narrow

of the audience.
aisle, the US flag is the first

=)
oF
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Opening Flag Ceremony

This is a simple version of the commands. You may add in other elements, such as singing the
National Anthem or Taps. You may find variations of flag ceremony commands online through
sites such as the VFW or American Legion.

Sample Script and Ceremony:

T
T
T

“Girl Scouts, Attention” - This signals everyone to stand.

“Color Guard, Advance” - This signals the color guard to advance with the flags.

“Color Guard, Post the Colors.”

Indoors - The Color Guard places the flags in the stands, the American Flag last. (Do not
forget the American Flag is always on its own right, which means if you stand where the
American Flag is going to be posted, facing the audience, and you are the rightmost flag.
Outdoors - The Flag Bearer attaches the flag to the rope and quickly hoists the flag; the
American flag is raised first.

“Color Guard, Honor your Colors” - The Color Guard salutes the Flag and then returns to
attention.

The Pledge of Allegiance, songs, poems, and Girl Scout Promise is done now.

Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance. ..

Please join me in the Girl Scout Promise. ..

“Color Guard Dismissed” - The Color Guard walks to the back of the room or away from
the flagpole.

Closing Flag Ceremony

Sample Script and Ceremony:

)l
)l
)l

“Girl Scouts, Attention” - This signals everyone to stand.

“Color Guard, Advance”- This signals the color bearers and guards to advance to the flags.
“Color Guard, Honor your Colors” — The Color Guard salutes the Flag and then returns to
attention.

“Color Guard, Retrieve the Colors.”

Indoors - The Color Guard removes the flags in the stands, the American Flag first.
Outdoors - The Flag Bearer lowers the flag slowly and with dignity. The Color Bearers
fold the flag(s).

“Color Guard Dismissed” - The Color Guard carries the flag to the back of the room or
carries the folded flag to an appropriate place. Other than saluting the flag immediately
after posting or before retrieving, the Color Guard remains at attention. They do not take
part in any singing or speaking

N I



Flag Folding

As a military custom, the flag is lowered daily at the last note of retreat. Special care should be
taken that no part of the flag touches the ground. The Flag is then carefully folded into the
shape of a tri-cornered hat, emblematic of the hats worn by colonial soldiers during the

Revolutionary War. In the folding, the red and white stripes are finally wrapped into the blue, as

the light of day vanishes into the darkness of night.

Step 1
To properly fold the Flag, begin by holding it waist-high with
another person so that its surface is parallel to the ground.

Step 2
Fold the lower half of the stripe section lengthwise over the
field of stars, holding the bottom and top edges securely.

Step 3
Fold the flag again lengthwise with the blue field on the
outside.

Step 4
Make a triangular fold by bringing the striped corner of the
folded edge to meet the open (top) edge of the flag.

Step 5

Turn the outer (end) point inward, parallel to the open edge,
to

form a second triangle.

Step 6
The triangular folding is continued until the entire length of
The flag is folded in this manner.

Step 7

When the flag is completely folded, only a triangular blue field

with stars should be visible.

NP



Flag Folding Ceremony

The flag-folding ceremony described by the Uniformed Services is a dramatic and uplifting way
to honor the flag on special days, like Memorial Day or Veterans Day, and is sometimes used at
retirement ceremonies.
What you’ll need:

1 Flag

1 Color Guard
Setup:

1 Color Guard - four girls, one for each corner of the flag.
Sample ceremony and script:

1 Begin reading as the Color Guard or Flag Detail is coming forward: The flag folding
ceremony represents the same religious principles on which our country was originally
founded. The portion of the flag denoting honor is the canton of blue containing the stars
representing the states our veterans served in uniform. The canton field of blue dresses,
from left to right, is inverted when draped as a pall on a casket of a veteran who has
served our country in uniform. In the Armed Forces of the United States, at the ceremony
of retreat, the flag is lowered, folded in a triangle fold, and kept under watch throughout
the night as a tribute to our nation’s honored dead. The next morning, it is brought out
and, at the ceremony of reveille, run aloft as a symbol of our belief in the resurrection of
the body.

1 Wait for the Color Guard to unravel and fold the flag into a quarter fold - resume
reading when the Color Guard is standing ready.

1 The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.

1 The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life.

1 The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks who
gave a portion of life for the defense of our country to attain a peace throughout the world.

1 The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it
is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance.

1 The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for the words of Stephen Decatur, “Our country,
in dealing with other countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or
wrong.”

1 The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie . It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to
the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one
nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

1 The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that
we protect our country and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found
within or without the boundaries of our republic.

1 The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered in to the valley of the shadow of death,
that we might see the light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on mother’s day.
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The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood, for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty,
and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great
has been molded.

The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the
defense of our country since they were first born.

The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, represents the lower portion of the seal
of King David and King Solomon, and glories, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Issac,
and Jacob.

The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and
glories, in their eyes, God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. When the flag is completely
folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, “In God we Trust.”
Wait for the Color Guard to inspect the flag. After the inspection, resume reading.
After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked
hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington and
the sailors and marines who served under Caption John Paul Jones who were followed by
their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us
the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today.
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Flag Retirement Ceremony

When the U. S. flag becomes tattered or worn, it should be disposed of by burning. Here are the
basics for a Flag Retirement Ceremony. Appropriate songs and/or readings may be added

What you’ll need:

1 Flag to be retired

1 Sharp scissors

1 Fire to burn the flag (suggest a non-cooking fire, if possible)

Setup:

7 Color Guard - four girls, one for each corner of the flag.

1 One or two girls to cut the flag

1 One or two girls to lay the flag pieces on the fire.

Sample Script and Ceremony:

1 Opening: Ceremonies for disposing of the unserviceable flags originated at the American
Legion National Convention of 1937. The Flag Code suggests that “when a flag has served
its useful purpose, it should be destroyed, preferably by burning .” This solemn ceremony
will be conducted with the utmost respect.

1 Main Part: Lower the flag from the pole or remove it from the staff and have the Color
Guard carry it to the fire site.

1 “Color Guard, advance .” (May carry flag folded or open on a pole). “Please stand for the
Pledge of Allegiance.”

1 Place the stars (as the audience sees them) in the upper left-hand corner. This is an
appropriate reading to start the ceremony:

“Remember, as you look at the flag, that it is the symbol of our nation. It is red because of
human sacrifice; blue because of the true blue loyalty of its defenders; and white to
symbolize liberty - the land of the free. The stars are symbols of the united efforts and
hope in the hearts of the many people striving to keep America great.”

1 Cut the field of blue from the stripes - have someone hold this piece.

1 Cut each strip from the flag and lay each piece, one at a time, across the flames.

1 First Stripe - “The thirteen stripes stand for the thirteen original colonies:
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, and
Rhode Island ”

Second Stripe - “The white stands for purity .”

Third Stripe - “The red stands for courage .”

Fourth Stripe - “Give me liberty or give me death .

Fifth Stripe - “One if by land, two if by sea .”

Sixth Stripe - “We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect
union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessing of liberty to ourselves
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and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of
America”

Seventh Stripe - “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal. They are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights. Among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness .”

Eighth Stripe - “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ”

Ninth Stripe - “Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech or
press.”

Tenth Stripe - “Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this
continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal ”

Eleventh Stripe - “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any state because they are female .”
Twelfth Stripe - “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do
for your country .”

Thirteenth Stripe — “One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind .”

After the stripes have been burned, the field of blue is laid on the fire. All are silent until
the entire piece burns to ash.

Out of respect, nothing should ever be added to the ceremonial fire after the flag has
retired.

The ceremony ends with everyone departing in silence.

After the ashes have cooled, they should be buried. Remember, this is a very solemn
ceremony and should be done with utmost respect and reverence
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Ceremonial Burning

Note: Fire and flag preparation - the burning of a flag should take place at a campfire in a
ceremony separate from the “Ceremony of Final Tribute.” The fire must be sizeable (preferably
having burned down to a bed of red-hot coal to avoid having bits of the flag being carried off by
a roaring fire), yet be of sufficient intensity to ensure complete burning.

Setup:

T

Before the ceremony begins, the Color Guard assigned to the flag opens up its tri-corner
fold and then refolds it in a coffin-shaped rectangle. When all is ready, assemble around
the fire.

Sample Script and Ceremony:

T
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Leader: Girl Scouts, attention, Color Guard attention, Color Guard advance. (The Color
Guard comes forward and places the flag on the fire. All briskly salute.

Leader: Please join me in the singing of the “God Bless America.

Leader: (Give a message of the flag’s meaning).

Leader: Please join me in the “Pledge of Allegiance .” (Or the Girl Scouts could perform a
reading about the flag, recite the “American’s Creed,” etc. .)

Leader: Girl Scouts dismissed. (They should be led out in single file and in silence) .

The leader and Color Guard should remain to ensure that the flag is completely consumed
and to burn additional flags, if any, and the fire should then be safely extinguished

Multi-level Flag Ceremony

Setup:

T

One girl from each level holding their corresponding level flag.

Sample Script and Ceremony:

T

Daisy Girl Scout enters with the Daisy Flag. Narrator 1: “I am a Daisy Girl Scout flag. I
have watched over the Girl Scouts in blue. I have watched them become Girl Scouts, and
now they seek the wise old owl.

Brownie Girl Scout enters with Brownie flag. Narrator 2: “I am the Brownie Girl Scout
flag. I have watched over the Girl Scouts in brown. I have guided their enthusiasm, and
now they fly from my arms.”

Junior Girl Scout enters with Girl Scout flag. Narrator 3: “I am the Girl Scout flag. I have
watched over the Girl Scouts in green. I have watched them grow, and now they step
upward to Cadette Girl Scouting.”

Cadette Girl Scout enters with World Association flag. Narrator 4: “I am the World
Association flag. I watch over all Girl Scouts and Girl Guiding all over the world. I watch
Cadette Girl Scouts grow to be Senior Girl Scouts. Please stand.”

Senior Girl Scout enters with the American flag. Narrator 5: “I am the United States flag. I
watch over Senior Girl Scouts and all Girl Scouts. I can hold my head high when I am with
them. I am proud of my daughters. Girl Scouts and guests, the flag of our country. Please
say the Pledge of Allegiance.”



Investiture Ceremonies

What is an Investiture?

An Investiture Ceremony is a special event to welcome someone into Girl Scouting for the very
first time—whether a girl or an adult volunteer. It’s a meaningful way to celebrate the start of

their Girl Scout journey!

Investiture ceremonies for new members can be combined with rededication ceremonies for
continuing members and often happen in the fall, but can happen any time of year. This is a
great ceremony for inviting guests, such as troop families. If additional members join the troop
during the year, there should be a simple investiture ceremony for them after they have attended
a few meetings. Other members of the troop can help pin and welcome new girls.

Membership Pin Traditions

Trefoil Meaning

The trefoil is perhaps the most iconic symbol of Girl Scouting. “Trefoil” means “three leaves”.

Each leaf stands for part of the Girl Scout Promise.

Girl Scout Membership Pin

Each version of the Girl Scout membership pin features a trefoil in its design.

Receiving the membership pin at the investiture

Girl Scouts are allowed to wear their membership pin as soon as they register as members of
GSUSA, with or without an investiture ceremony. However, there is an old Girl Scout tradition
where Girl Scouts receive and wear their pins for the first time at an investiture. You are
welcome to participate in this tradition if the timing works for your troop, but it is not

mandatory. R
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Good Turn Pin:

Another Girl Scout investiture tradition comes from the Girl Scout slogan: “Do a
Good Turn Daily”. When members receive their membership pin at the
investiture ceremony, the pin is pinned on upside down. The pins are not turned
upright until the wearer has done a good deed for someone else. Some versions
of this ask for three good deeds, some ask for just one. The “Good Turn” is =5
sometimes included as part of the investiture script, but you can also add it in if <
you wish. This is a great opportunity for parents and caregivers to keep an eye

out, and when they see their child doing a good turn, they can turn the pin right side up.

World Trefoil Pin:

Also known as the World Association Pin or WAGGGS pin. This pin is usually
presented at a special ceremony after girls have learned about the international
aspect of Girl Scouting/Girl Guiding (see “World Trefoil Pin Ceremony” section
for more details). However, the pin may be included in the investiture or
rededication ceremony, especially if an individual is joining a troop/group
where other members already have the World Trefoil Pin.
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Basic Investiture Ceremony

What you'll need
1 Pins for new members

Setup
1 The troop forms a horseshoe and stands fairly close together.
1 New Members stand off to the table.

Sample Script and Ceremony

1 Current troop members: “Why have you come here?”

1 New members: “To be (Daisy, Brownie, etc.) Girl Scouts.”

1 Leader: “As Girl Scouts, you will be expected to uphold the meaning of the Promise and
the Law. Do you know what it means when you say ‘On my honor?’”

1 New members: “Yes, we do.”

1 Leader: “May I trust you, on your honor, to try to serve God* and your country, to help
people at all times, and to live by the Girl Scout Law?” (Members may substitute wording
appropriate to their own beliefs for the word “God”)

1 New members: “Yes, you may.”

1 Girls give the Girl Scout sign and repeat the Promise.

1 At this time, the adults and current troop members may also give the Girl Scout sign and
repeat together the Girl Scout Promise as a form of rededication.

1 Leader pins the membership pin to girls’ clothing or uniform.

1 Leader: “Welcome to Girl Scouting and Troop # it



Rededication Ceremonies

What is a Rededication?

A Rededication Ceremony is a time for current Girl Scouts—girls and adults alike—to reaffirm
their commitment to the Girl Scout Promise and Law.
This can happen:

1 At the start of a new Girl Scout year

1 When moving up to a new program level

1 During troop celebrations or milestones

Insignia Traditions

Membership Stars:

Each membership star represents one year of
registration as a Girl Scout. Membership stars are worn
on top of colored discs, which represent the Girl Scout
level. These are placed directly beneath the troop/group
numerals on the sash or the right side of the vest or
tunic from right to left in the following order: Girl Scout
Daisy stars (on BLUE discs), Girl Scout Brownie stars
(on GREEN discs), Girl Scout Junior stars (on YELLOW
discs), Girl Scout Cadette stars (on WHITE discs), Girl
Scout Senior stars (on RED discs), and Girl Scout
Ambassador stars (on NAVY discs).

Membership Numeral Guards:

The numerals show the total number of years (not necessarily continuous or consecutive) of
registered membership, both as a girl and an adult, in any Girl Scout/ Girl Guide organization.
Numeral Guards are attached to the Official Girl Scout Membership Pins (regular or miniature
size), and are placed to the left of the pin on clothing or on the insignia tab. The five-year
numeral guard replaces five membership stars. A ten-year guard replaces ten membership stars.
Numeral Guards are available in increments of 5 years.




Sample Rededication Ceremonies

GORP Rededication Ceremony

This rededication ceremony uses the traditional Girl Scout snack, GORP (which stands for “Good
OI’ Raisins and Peanuts” or “Granola, Oats, Raisins, Peanuts”). The ceremony highlights the
varied gifts and qualities each member brings to the troop.

What You’ll Need:

T
T
T
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A small table

A large bowl

Ingredients for the GORP mix: adjust recipe as needed for dietary requirements.in
separate bowls.

A large spoon for mixing

Cups for making individual servings after the ceremony

Setup:

T

Girls should step forward to the large bowl, read their lines, and add their ingredients to
the bowl.

Sample Script and Ceremony:

T

Leader: Have you ever wondered what goes into making a Girl Scout? Well, we have a
recipe to make to show you what we’re all about.

Girl Scouts come in all colors, from cities and towns. Every Girl Scout’s a sister no matter
what she looks like or how she sounds. (Add M&Ms to the bowl.)

Some of us are tall, and some of us are small. When we get together, size doesn’t matter at
all. (Add pretzel sticks and marshmallows.)

With our words and our actions, we show that we care. We try to do our best to be fair
and square. (Add Chex cereal to the mix.)

Sometimes we act a little “nuts”, we love to joke and play. We’d love to put a Girl Scout
smile into everyone’s day. (Add nuts to the bowl.)

When we get together, we make circles so round. It’s our never-ending friendships to
which we are bound. (Add Cheerios to the mix.)

When we’re planning and working, we just don’t stop. We keep ourselves busy; all around
we will pop. (Add popcorn.)

We respect all Earth’s creatures, if they’re big or they’re small. The Earth is our home, and
there is room here for all. (Add Goldfish Crackers or Animal Crackers.)

It was 1912 when Juliette Low started us off, and like the girls back then, we’re just “chips
off the old block”. (Add butterscotch, chocolate and white chocolate chips.)

We get a “kick” out of learning and doing new things, and a “kick” out of helping others,
and spending time with friends. (Add Kix cereal to the bowl.)



1 When we were (previous Girl Scout level), we were fresh, new, and rare. But now we’re
(current Girl Scout level) and have experience to share. Added together, the number of
years we have spent in Girl Scouting comes to ___. (Add raisins, counting out loud, or each
troop member can contribute the number of raisins that represent the number of years
they have been in Girl Scouts.)

1 Next, we stir to the left, and we stir to the right, we mix it together with all of our might.
We welcome our troop to another great year, and hope that the memories they make, they
































































































